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The  Department  of  Public  Health, 
The  Town  Hall, 

Weston-super-Mare. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough,  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  the  year  1950.  Part  of  the  year  deals  with  the  administration  of 
Dr.  M.  A.  Charrett,  who  resigned  on  the  10th  April,  1950,  to  take  up  a 
similar  position  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Borough  of  Slough. 

There  are  no  unusual  records  in  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year, 
which  compare  favourably  with  the  rest  of  the  country.  There  is  an 
apparent  rise  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  but  this  rise  is  not  statistically 
significant,  owing  to  the  comparatively  small  numbers  involved.  The 
post-war  rise  in  the  birth  rate  seems  to  be  finished,  and  the  birth  rate 
is  now  once  more  at  the  pre-war  level.  The  Registrar-General’s  estimate 
of  population  for  mid- 1950  is  40,210,  compared  with  40,165  found  at 
the  Census  in  April,  1951. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  changing  pattern  of  infectious  diseases 
during  the  past  20  years.  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  which  at  one 
time  were  dreaded  by  all  parents,  have  now  ceased  to  be  a  major 
problem  at  least  as  far  as  life  and  death  are  concerned.  In  the  case  of 
Scarlet  Fever,  the  responsible  organism  appears  to  have  lost  its  virulence, 
so  that  most  cases  are  now  comparatively  mild,  while  Diphtheria  is  now 
a  comparatively  rare  disease,  owing  to  the  intensive  immunisation 
campaign  which  has  been  carried  out  over  the  past  ten  years. 

In  place  of  these  well-known  diseases,  increasing  attention  is  being 
paid  to  poliomyelitis,  and  certain  gastro-intestinal  diseases  such  as 
dysentery  and  the  food-poisoning  group.  The  latter  are  of  special 
importance  in  a  town  such  as  Weston-super-Mare,  many  of  whose 
inhabitants  depend  upon  the  catering  trade  for  their  livelihood,  either 
directly  or  indirectly.  As  a  further  step  towards  raising  the  standard 
of  hygiene  in  the  catering  trade,  the  Borough  Council  adopted  the 
Ministry  of  Food  Model  Byelaws,  dealing  with  the  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food. 

I  would  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittees  with  which  the  Health  Department  is  associated  for  their 
confidence  and  support,  and  the  officers  and  staff  of  the  Health  and 
other  Departments  for  their  assistance  and  co-operation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  McGowan, 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (including  foreshore)  ... 

. . .  7,006  acres 

Population — 1931  Census 

31,706 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid- 1950 

40,210 

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1950) . 

. . . 

£420,118 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  . 

£1,693 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1st  April,  1950)  ... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  : — 

11,173 

Houses 

... 

9,341 

Flats  and  Tenements 

,  ,  , 

1,278 

Private  Hotels 

•  •  • 

103 

Houses  and  Shops 

.  .  . 

407 

Firms  and  Agricultural  Dwellings  ... 

44 

Total 

11,173 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1950 

Live  Births  :  — - 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  244 

249 

493 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  20 

10 

30 

Totals  ...  264 

259 

523 

Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  =  13  01 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  factor — 105)  = 

Still  Births  : — 

137 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  .  11 

1 

18 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Totals  ...  11 

8 

19 

Still- Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  total  births)  =  35  1 
Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population )  =  O' 47 

Deaths  :  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

285 

343 

628 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1 ,000  population )  =  15  6 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (Comparability  factor — O' 7 3)  = 

=  1L40 

6 


Maternal  Deaths  : — 


From  puerperal  sepsis  .  Nil 

From  other  maternal  causes  .  1 


Infant  Mortality  : 


( Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age). 

Deaths  :  — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

15 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

11 

6 

17 

Rate  for  all  infants  per  1 ,000  live  births  — 

3250 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population  :  - — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

.  .  • 

0-27 

All  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

•  .  . 

0-27 

Cancer 

2-34 

Other  Deaths  : — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  . 

40 

54 

94 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

- — - 

1 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

- — - 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

- — ■ 

— 

— . 

I.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  BOROUGH 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


The  conditions  in  the  district  have  shown  little  change  during  the 
year.  Unfortunately,  the  summer  season  was  very  wet,  and  this 
prevented  many  visitors  from  coming  to  the  town. 


In  industry,  a  firm  of  cable  manufacturers  started  production  in 
the  town,  but  apart  from  this  the  light  industries  continued  as  before. 
The  number  of  unemployed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  435,  compared 
with  511  at  the  end  of  1949.  Of  these  435,  206  were  women,  boys  and 
girls.  In  the  middle  of  the  year,  however,  there  were  only  166  out  of 
work — 120  men,  4  boys,  38  women  and  4  girls. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Births 

The  Registrar-General  gives  the  corrected  number  of  live  births 
in  the  town  as  523  (264  boys  and  259  girls),  this  being  41  births  less 
than  in  1949. 


Of  these  births,  30  were  illegitimate  (20  boys  and  10  girls).  This 
is  57  per  cent,  of  the  total  live  births,  as  compared  with  7'3  in  1949. 


The  expected  fall  of  the  birth  rate  after  the  immediate  post-war 
period  continued,  the  crude  birth  rate  in  1950  being  13  0,  compared 
with  147  per  1,000  of  the  total  population  in  1949.  This  year,  the 
Registrar-General  has  given  a  comparability  factor  to  be  applied  to  local 
birth  rates,  to  allow  for  the  differing  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  in  different  areas.  When  this  factor  for  Weston-super-Mare 
(105)  is  applied  to  the  crude  birth  rate,  the  corrected  birth  rate  is  found 
to  be  only  13  65,  compared  with  15'8  per  1,000  live  births  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole. 
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Birth  Rates 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

England  and 
Wales 

14.6 

14.2 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

19.1 

20.5 

17.9 

16.7 

15.8 

Weston-s-Mare 

11.2 

11.8 

14.4 

15  6 

17.6 

16.5 

15.7 

17.4 

15.7 

14.1 

13.0 

Percentage  of 
Illegitimate 
Births  to 

Total  Births  in 
Weston-s-Mare 

7.4 

7.9 

8.2 

8.1 

8.3 

12.3 

6.1 

7.5 

6.4 

7.3 

5.7 

Stillbirths 

The  registered  number  of  stillbirths  in  1950  was  19,  (11  males  and 
8  females),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate,  thus  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  of 
351  per  1,000  total  births,  or  0  47  per  1,000  of  total  population. 


Deaths 

After  correctiton  for  transferable  deaths,  the  net  total  assigned  to 
the  Borough  by  the  Registrar-General  was  628  (285  males  and  343 
females).  This  is  8  more  than  in  1949,  and  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of 
15'6.  When  adjusted  for  sex  and  age  distribution,  to  make  it  comparable 
with  other  districts,  the  local  death  rate  was  114,  compared  with  116 
for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


Death  Rates 


Year 

1940 

1941 

194  2 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

England  and 
Wales 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

11.5 

12.0 

10.8 

11.7 

11.6 

Crude  D.R. 
Weston-s-Mare 

14.9 

14.0 

14.2 

14.6 

14.2 

15.3 

14.5 

15.9 

13.3 

15.5 

15.6 

This  year  the  Registrar-General  has  made  a  change  in  the  36  groups 
of  causes  of  deaths  for  which  he  sends  vital  statistics  for  each  local 
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area.  The  table  of  causes  of  death  given  below  cannot  therefore  be 
strictly  compared  with  those  of  previous  years. 


Causes  of  Death 

1950 

Males 

Females 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

6 

5 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  diseases 

2 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

1 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles  ... 

9.  Other  infectious  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

6 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12 

] 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

11 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

_ _ 

8 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

19 

26 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

2 

1 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

32 

63 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

39 

26 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

6 

7 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

65 

95 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

14 

22.  Influenza 

1 

6 

23.  Pneumonia 

7 

7 

24.  Bronchitis 

9 

16 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

e3 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

8 

4 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

5 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

31 

28 

'  33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

2 

6 

35.  Suicide 

6 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  Causes — Total 

285 

343 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year:  Total 

11 

6 

Legitimate 

10 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 
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SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1950 


Ages  at  Death  in  Years 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  1  ... 

•  •  • 

11 

6 

17 

1  — 

2 

2 

4 

5— 

2 

1 

3 

15— 

2 

3 

5 

25— 

11 

7 

18 

45— 

64 

50 

114 

65— 

30 

35 

65 

—122 

—104 

—226 

70— 

48 

44 

92 

75— 

46 

48 

94 

80— 

35 

73 

108 

85— 

24 

47 

71 

90— 

8 

24 

32 

95—100  ... 

2 

3 

5 

—163 

—239 

—402 

285 

343 

628 

Materna!  Mortality 

There  was  one  death  during  the  year  due  to 

pregnancy. 

Infant  Mortality 

After  correction  for  transferable  deaths,  17  children  (11  boys  and 
6  girls)  under  the  age  of  1  year  died  during  1950.  This  gives  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  32  5  per  1,000  live  births,  compared  with  23*  1  in  1949. 
It  was  pointed  out  in  last  year’s  report,  however,  that  owing  to  the 
comparatively  small  numbers  involved,  fairly  large  fluctuations  in  the 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  from  year  to  year  could  be  expected.  The 
increase  of  91  per  1,000  live  births  in  1950,  compared  with 
1949,  has  no  statistical  significance,  and  the  table  in  the  Annual  Report 
for  1949,  showing  the  averages  for  the  previous  60  years  in  10-yearly 
periods,  gives  a  much  better  picture  of  the  drop  in  infant  mortality. 

Of  the  17  infant  deaths,  14  or  82  4  per  cent,  occurred  in  infants 
under  4-weeks-old  (Neonatal  Mortality  Rate — 26'8  per  1,000  live  births). 
Twelve  or  70'6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  due  to  causes  present  at 
birth.  The  table  on  page  12  gives  details  of  the  causes  of  death,  and 
age  at  death. 


Year 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

. 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

England 
&  Wales 

50 

55 

59 

49 

49 

46 

46 

43 

41 

34 

32 

29.8 

Weston-s- 
Mare  .... 

48.0 

60.9 

55.9 

33.5 

48.8 

47.8 

30.7 

40.9 

34.8 

24.12 

23.1 

32.5 

Stillbirth 
rate  per 
1,000  live 
births 
vVeston-s- 
Mare 

32.7 

39.4 

48.8 

31.9 

21.2 

24.8 

25.2 

22.4 

29.5 

30.6 

22.6 

35.1 
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INFANT  DEATHS,  1950 


Total 

under 

1  year 

CO 

CO 

- 

CM 

CM 

t-h 

CM 

- 

r— * 

T—K 

i> 

9—12 

months 

- 

< 

' 

' 

i 

■ 

' 

- 

■ 

r-H 

6—9 

months 

' 

■ 

■ 

' 

' 

' 

' 

3—6 

months 

— 

1 

l 

' 

1 

1 

' 

' 

1—3 

months 

' 

r—< 

• 

CM 

Total 

under 

1  month 

CO 

CO 

CM 

CM 

CM 

2—4 

iveeks 

' 

' 

' 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1—2 

weeks 

' 

' 

' 

' 

I 

1 

' 

1 

' 

1 

1 

Total 

under 

1  week 

CO 

CO 

- 

CM 

(N 

1 

Cl 

' 

- 

T“=* 

2—7 

days 

T— •( 

Cl 

CM 

CM 

' 

- 

<T> 

1—2 

days 

r*H 

- 

1 

' 

' 

Cl 

1 

| 

Under 

1  day 

t—H 

1 

T— < 

- 

' 

CO 

Cause  of  Death 

1.  Prematurity 

2.  Atelectasis 

3.  Birth  Injury 

4.  Congenital  malformations 

5.  Haemolytic  disease  of  New 
Born 

6.  Acute  Myelogenous 
Leukaemia 

7.  Pneumonia 

8.  Whooping  Cough 

9.  Meningococcal  Septicaemia 

1  10.  Aspiration  of  Feed 

Total  .... 

12 


INQUESTS 

27  inquests  were  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the  Borough  during  the 
year.  Of  these,  20  were  upon  residents  of  the  town,  and  7  on  non¬ 
residents.  In  addition  to  these,  5  inquests  were  held  elsewhere  on  persons 
normally  resident  in  the  Borough.  The  causes  of  death  recorded  at 
inquests  upon  residents  are  set  out  as  follows  : — 


Causes  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Natural  causes  ... 

1 

3 

4 

—  1 

—  3 

—  4 

Natural  causes  accelerated  by 

anaesthesia 

1 

1 

2 

Accidents,  directly  or  indirectly  : 

—  1 

—  1 

—  2 

Falls  outside  the  home  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

Falls  in  the  home 

■ — - 

3 

3 

Poisoning,  coal  gas 

— 

2 

2 

Railway  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Road  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

Drowning 

— 

1 

1 

—  2 

—10 

—12 

Suicide  : — - 

Cut  Throat 

1 

— - 

1 

Hanging 

1 

— 

1 

Poisoning,  coal  gas 

4 

— 

4 

—  6 

- —  — 

6 

Cause  of  death  unknown 

— 

1 

1 

• 

-  — 

—  1 

—  1 

10 

♦ 

15 

25 

POPULATION 

The  figures  below  show  the  mid-year  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  of  Weston-super-Mare,  made  by  the  Registrar-General 
since  1939. 


1939  ... 

...  35,280 

1945  ... 

...  37,470 

1940  ... 

...  40,810 

1946  ... 

...  38,890 

1941  ... 

. . .  44,500 

1947  ... 

...  39,590 

1942  ... 

...  41,250 

1948  ... 

...  39,710 

1943  ... 

...  38,100 

1949  ... 

...  39,830 

1944  ... 

...  37,930 

1950  ... 

...  40,210 
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II.  GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Hospitals.  The  hospitals  providing  accommodation  and  treatment 
for  residents  of  the  town  and  surrounding  districts  are  administered  by 
the  South-West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Weston-super- 
Mare  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  hospitals  situated  in  the 
town  are  : — 

Weston-super-Mare  General  Hospital, 

Ashcombe  House  Maternity  Hospital, 

Drove  Road  Hospital, 

Royal  West  of  England  Convalescent  Hospital. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  2 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

Church  Institute,  The  Boulevard,  Tuesday,  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 
Baytree  Road  ...  ...  ...  Wednesday,  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Moorland  Road  ...  ...  ...  Thursday,  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

A  new  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  will  be  opened  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church 
Hall,  Bournville  Estate,  in  September,  1951. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Church  Institute,  The  Boulevard,  Wednesday,  10  a,m. 

Church  Institute,  The  Boulevard  (Midwives’  Clinic)  Friday,  2.30  p.m. 


School  Clinic 

Held  on  Tuesday,  Thursday  and  Saturday  mornings  from  9  to 
11  a.m.,  at  46,  The  Boulevard.  A  doctor  is  in  attendance  on  Tuesday 
and  Saturday  morning. 


The  following  clinics  are  also  held  at  46,  The  Boulevard  : — 


Orthopaedic  Clinic 
Oculist’s  Clinic 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Child  Guidance  Clinic 
Chest  Ciiinic 


Monday  and  Wednesday  a.m. 
Wednesday  p.m.  or  Friday  p.m, 
Thursday,  a.m.  and  p.m. 

Thursday  a.m.  and  Friday  p.m. 

Tuesday  p.m.  and  Friday  a.m.  and  p.m. 


Venereal  Diseases 

The  special  clinic  for  venereal  diseases  is  now  held  at  the  General 
Hospital,  on  Tuesday  at  5  p.m. 


Neva  Road  Day  Nursery,  This  day  nursery,  which  is  under  the 
administration  of  the  County  Council,  has  places  for  33  children  from 
the  age  of  9  months  to  5  years.  Admission  is  granted  mainly  on 
economic  grounds.  Application  for  admission  should  be  made  to  the 
Area  Medical  Officer,  The  Town  Hall,  Weston-super-Mare. 


Laboratory  Service.  The  Area  Laboratory  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  is  at  County  Hall,  Taunton,  and  during  1950,  the 
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following  examinations  were  carried  out  at  this  laboratory  in  connection 


with  the  investigation  of  infectious  diseases. 

Nature  of  Specimen 

Number  examined 

1.  Nose  and  throat  swabs 

55 

2.  Faeces,  urine  and  vomit 

42 

3.  Blood . 

3 

4.  Food 

10 

110 


In  addition,  the  following  routine  samples  were  submitted  for 
examination  : — 


Nature  of  Specimen 

1.  Drinking  water 

2.  Swimming  Bath  water 

3.  Ice  cream 

4.  Milk 


Number  examined 

31 

91 

227 

192 


541 


Ambulance  Service.  The  County  Council  provides  an  Ambulance 
and  Hospital  Car  Service  through  the  agency  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  The  group  headquarters  for 
the  area  is  at  41  and  43,  Oxford  Street,  Weston-super-Mare. 

First  Aid  Post  and  Centre  for  Lost  Children.  The  First  Aid  Post 
in  the  old  Sands  Day  Nursery  Building  was  open  from  the  22nd  May 
until  the  15th  September.  The  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John 
Ambulance  Association  provided  staff  for  the  post  on  alternate 
weeks,  from  1 1  a.m.  to  8  p.m.  on  weekdays,  and  from  2  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 
on  Sundays.  A  total  of  1,100  cases  were  treated  during  the  season,  37 
of  whom  were  referred  to  hospital  for  further  treatment.  During  the 
same  period  the  building  was  also  used  as  a  Centre  for  Lost  Children, 
under  the  charge  of  a  Police  Matron.  During  the  season  500  lost 
children  were  cared  for  at  the  Centre. 


Health  Education.  The  display  of  posters  and  distribution  of 
leaflets  dealing  with  matters  of  health,  and  the  prevention  of  disease  and 
accident,  continued  during  the  year.  This  was  ably  supported  by  the 
personal  teaching  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  in  their 
daily  work.  During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  series  of  short  talks  on 
the  Hygiene  of  Food  Handling  was  given  at  the  course  for  Catering 
Students,  organised  by  the  Catering  Manager.  These  talks  were  given 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948.  This  section 
provides  for  the  removal  to  a  suitable  place  of  persons  who  are  in  need 
of  care  and  attention  through  age  or  disease.  This  step  is  only  taken, 
of  course,  in  extreme  cases  where  the  person  concerned  is  likely  to  suffer 
injury  to  health  by  remaining  at  home,  or  where  there  is  serious  nuisance 
to  other  persons.  No  action  was  taken  under  this  section  during  1950, 
although  there  were  several  occasions  when  it  was  thought  legal  action 
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would  be  necessary.  The  persons  concerned,  however,  were  eventually 
persuaded  to  go  into  hospital  or  old  people’s  home  voluntarily. 

Cleansing  Station.  The  South  West  Regional  Hospital  Board  again 
kinlly  allowed  the  Council  to  use  part  of  the  premises  at  Drove  Road 
Hospital  as  a  Cleansing  Station.  During  the  year  96  patients  were 
treated,  compared  with  61  in  1949.  A  total  of  216  treatments  were 
given. 

Disposal  of  Refuse.  Controlled  tipping  continued  on  the  site  at 
Old  Junction  Road,  and  this  method  of  refuse  disposal  has  been  found 
to  be  most  successful.  There  has  been  no  nuisance  created  from  smells, 
flies  or  rats,  and  it  is,  in  fact,  a  good  method  of  land  reclamation,  low 
lying  land  being  raised  above  the  winter  flood  level.  As  there  was  no 
paper  salvage  scheme  in  operation  during  the  year,  however,  the  tipping 
space  was  used  up  at  a  much  greater  rate  than  previously.  Controlled 
tipping  is  probably  the  most  economical  method  of  refuse  disposal  for 
a  town  like  Weston-super-Mare. 

Water  Supplies.  As  the  summer  of  1950  was  unusually  wet,  there 
was  no  shortage  of  water  from  the  Banwell  Spring. 

104  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
during  the  year.  Half  the  samples  were  of  raw  water  from  the  source, 
and  the  remainder  of  treated  water  from  taps  chosen  at  random 
throughout  the  town.  As  in  previous  years,  it  was  noted  that  Coli- 
aerogenes  bacteria  were  discovered  in  the  raw  supply  from  time  to 
time,  particularly  after  heavy  rainfall,  or  in  the  springtime  when  the 
gathering  grounds  were  being  manured.  The  water  samples  taken  after 
treatment,  however,  were  uniformly  good  and  free  of  contamination. 
The  treatment  of  the  water  supply  by  chloramination  is  essential,  as  the 
source  at  Banwell  Spring  is  liable  to  contamination. 

Six  chemical  analyses  of  water  were  made  during  the  year,  and 
the  following  result  is  typical  : — 


Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  ammonia 
Nitrogen  as  nitrate 
Nitrogen  as  nitrite 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate 
Chlorine  as  chloride  ... 

Dissolved  solids 

Earthy  carbonates  . 

Earthy  Salts  not  carbonates 

Hardness 

Poisonous  metals 


Parts  per  100,000 
0014 


0018 

110 


Absent 

012 


1  95 
29-0 
18  5 
1-5 
210 


Sediment  . 

Organisms  on  Agar  at  22°C 
Organisms  on  Agar  at  blood  heat 
Coliform  Bacilli 

Faecal  coli  . 

Free  chlorine 


pH 


Absent 

7-5 

Nil 


1  per  ml 
1  per  ml 


Absent  from  1 00  ml 
Absent  from  1 00  ml 
0  05  ppm 


The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 
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11,639  houses  representing  a  population  of  43,885,  are  supplied 
directly  from  the  public  mains,  and  4  houses  representing  12  persons 
obtain  their  water  supply  from  standpipes.  Only  one  house  in  the 
Borough  relies  on  a  well  for  water  supply. 

The  following  extensions  of  the  public  water  suplies  were  carried 
out  during  the  year 

3in.  Main  extension,  Polden  Road  .  180  linear  yards 

3in.  Main  extension,  Dunkery  Road  ...  ...  100  linear  yards 

New  6in.  and  3in#  Mains,  Summerlands  Estate  3,000  linear  yards 

Future  proposals  for  the  extension  of  water  supplies  are: — 

A  new  12in.  Main— Hill  Road,  Summerlands  Estate  (estimated 
cost  £2,500). 

A  new  12in.  Main  from  Waterworks  to  Summerlands  Estate 
(estimated  cost  £4,500). 

Bournville  Estate,  Site  10  (estimated  cost  £5,500). 

Improvement  in  the  present  delivery  periods  of  materials,  however, 
is  essential  to  allow  the  development  of  future  proposals  to  proceed. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage.  With  the  exception  of  parts  of  Bleadon 
and  Oldmixon,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  supplied  with  main  drainage. 
During  the  year,  800  linear  yards  of  9in.  and  6in.  sewers  were  laid  on 
Summerlands  Estate.  Future  proposals  include  the  laying  of  soil  and 
surface  water  sewers  on  Site  10  of  Bournville  Estate  (estimated  cost 
£13,000). 


Housing.  The  erection  of  new  houses  continued  during  the  year, 
but  at  a  slower  rate  than  in  1949.  Only  146  permanent  houses  were 
erected  during  the  year,  compared  with  264  in  1949. 


I 

Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in  course  of 
erection 

Conversion  to  flats 
or  dwellings 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Permanent 

T  emporary 

Permanent 

Temporary 

Local 

Authority 

100 

— 

50 

- — - 

— 

— 

Private 

Enterprise 

46 

— 

13 

— 

11 

— 

Total 

146 

— 

63 

— 

11 

— 

The  total  number  of  post-war 
now  1,000  (Local  Authority  862, 
number  of  applicants  for  Council 
1,145. 


houses  completed  in  the  Borough  is 
Private  Enterprise  138).  The  total 
Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
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III.  PREVALENCE  AN  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

During  the  year,  none  of  the  infectious  diseases  reached  serious 
epidemic  proportions,  and  although  the  number  of  notifications  of 
whooping  cough  was  higher  than  usual,  the  cases  were  distributed 
fairly  evenly  throughout  the  year.  The  town  was  once  again  fortunate 
in  having  only  four  notified  cases  of  poliomyelitis  in  a  year  when  the 
incidence  was  very  high  throughout  the  rest  of  the  country.  The 
influenza  epidemic  which  caused  so  much  domestic  misery  and  dis¬ 
location  of  industry  in  the  early  weeks  of  1951,  was  just  beginning  in 
the  town  in  the  last  week  of  the  year. 

Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1950 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Isolation 
Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

87 

24 

— 

Erysipelas 

11 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

1 

— 

Measles  .... 

78 

6 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

115 

11 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

4 

4 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

1 

— 

Gastro-enteritis 

6 

- — - 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

11 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 
Paratyphoid) 

_ 

_ 

Pneumonia  (All  types) 

13 

2 

14 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Malaria  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

: - - 

— 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

56 

- - - 

11 

Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  during  1950,  and  it  is 
very  gratifying  to  note  that  since  the  end  of  the  war,  there  have  been 
only  four  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  town.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this 
dramatic  fall  in  the  incidence  of  a  disease  which  at  one  time  was  dreaded 
by  every  mother,  is  due  to  the  continuation  of  the  immunisation 
campaign  which  was  started  in  1941. 

A  new  generation  of  parents  is  growing  up  which  has  not  seen 
diphtheria,  and  there  is  a  danger  that  these  young  parents  will  not 
appreciate  the  value  of  immunisation,  and  will  not  have  their  children 
immunised.  The  Ministry  of  Health  has  recently  announced  that 
140,000  fewer  infants  were  immunised  in  1950  than  in  1949,  and  it  is 
urged  that  every  effort  should  be  made  to  keep  up  the  immunisation 
state  of  the  child  population  of  this  country.  In  this  way  only  can 
diphtheria  be  kept  under  control,  and  if  the  immunisation  state  falls 
to  a  low  level,  diphtheria  may  once  again  be  a  scourge  to  the  children 
of  this  country. 
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Unfortunately,  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  shown  that, 
occasionally,  where  a  child  has  been  immunised,  and  at  the  same  time 
is  incubating  the  organism  causing  poliomyelitis,  there  is  a  chance  of 
the  paralysis  developing  in  the  limb  which  received  the  injection.  It 
must  be  remembered,  however,  that  the  chances  of  this  happening  are 
very  small,  and  it  is  not  due  to  any  specific  action  of  the  diphtheria 
vaccine.  Any  bruise  or  slight  injury  to  a  muscle  would  produce  the 
same  liability  to  paralysis,  and  the  danger  is  only  present  at  periods 
when  poliomyelitis  is  epidemic.  Parents  should  not  be  deterred  from 
having  their  children  immunised,  and  if  immunisation  is  done  outside 
epidemic  periods,  the  risk  is  very  slight  indeed. 

As  a  precaution  against  this,  diphtheria  immunisation  was  suspended 
throughout  the  country  from  the  28th  September  to  the  30th  November, 
at  the  time  when  the  poliomyelitis  epidemic  was  at  its  height  in  Somerset. 
Operations  on  the  nose  and  throat,  e.g.  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
and  teeth  extractions,  were  also  suspended  at  the  same  time.  Despite 
this  311  children  under  the  age  of  5,  and  67  children  in  the  age  group 
5  to  14  years  received  primary  immunisation  in  1950.  In  addition,  337 
children  of  pre-school  and  school  age  received  reinforcing  doses. 


Year 

Number,  of 
cases 

Number  of 
deaths 

Remarks 

1900 

17 

5 

1910 

14 

1 

1920 

68 

5 

1930 

52 

2 

1940 

51 

3 

1941 

109 

6 

1942 

18 

1 

[r  Immunisation  campaign  started. 

1943 

14 

■ — - 

J 

1944 

5 

— 

1945 

2 

— 

1946 

1 

— 

This  case  was  not  ordinary  diph- 

theria  of  the  throat,  but  infec- 

tion  of  a  wound  by  the  diph- 

theria  germ. 

1947 

2 

— 

1948 

NO  CASE 

1949 

1 

— 

Organism  not  isolated. 

1950 

NO  CASE. 

Scarlet  Fever 

87  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during  1950,  and  56  of  these 
occurred  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year.  A  small  outbreak  occurred  in 
a  private  school,  where  the  majority  of  cases  were  mild,  but  one  adult 
developed  the  malignant  type  of  infection,  and  was  extremely  ill.  She 
recovered  after  a  very  prolonged  convalescence.  In  my  report  for  1949 
I  mentioned  that  these  toxic  or  malignant  cases  were  rarely  seen  now. 

24  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital  in  1950. 

Erysipelas 

1 1  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  four  of  these  cases  being 
admitted  to  hospital.  They  were  all  mild  infections,  and  recovery  was 
quick. 
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Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Only  two  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Both  were  mild,  and 
recovery  was  uneventful.  There  was  no  connection  between  these  cases. 

Measles 

In  contrast  with  1949,  when  953  cases  of  measles  were  notified,  only 
78  cases  were  notified  in  1950.  All  except  5  occurred  between  the  1st 
April  and  30th  September.  Six  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and 
there  were  no  deaths. 


Notifications  of  Measles  since  1940 


Year 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Notification 

459 

495 

10 

373 

30 

783 

5 

263 

157 

953 

78 

Deaths  .... 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Whooping  Cough 

There  were  115  notified  cases  of  whooping  cough  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  62  in  1949,  and  it  is  probable  that  there  were  a 
considerable  number  of  mild  or  modified  cases  which  were  not  notified. 
There  was  no  sharp  outbreak  of  this  disease,  but  notifications  came  in  a 
steady  trickle  throughout  the  year,  the  highest  number  notified  in  any 
one  week  being  7,  while  there  were  only  14  weeks  in  the  year  during 
which  no  notifications  were  received. 

1 1  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  one  child,  age  3  months, 
died  of  bronchopneumonia  caused  by  whooping  cough. 

As  in  previous  years,  immunisation  of  children  against  whooping 
cough  was  carried  out  at  Infant  Welfare  Clinics,  if  the  parents  requested 
this  to  be  done,  but  its  efficiency  is  still  doubtful.  The  Medical  Research 
Council  has  been  carrying  out  a  large  scale  trial  of  different  forms  of 
Whooping  Cough  immunisation  during  the  past  few  years,  and  recently 
(June,  1951)  an  interim  report  on  these  trials  has  been  published.  It 
appears  that  there  is  some  variation  in  the  efficiency  of  the  available 
vaccines  prepared  by  different  methods,  but  all  give  substantial 
protection. 

It  is  the  practice  of  the  Health  Visitors,  when  investigating  notified 
cases  of  Whooping  Cough,  to  ask  whether  the  patient  had  ever  been 
immunised  against  Whooping  Cough,  but  the  number  of  cases  involved 
are  too  small  to  give  results  of  any  statistical  value. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  mothers  dread  Whooping  Cough  more  than 
any  of  the  other  common  infectious  diseases,  not  only  because  it  is 
dangerous  to  the  life  of  infants,  but  also  because  of  its  prolonged 
debilitating  effect.  There  is  no  doubt  that  many  cases  of  chronic  lung 
disease  in  older  children  date  from  an  earlier  attack  of  Whooping  Cough, 
and  although  protection  by  immunisation  may  not  be  100  per  cent, 
effective,  it  is  worth  attempting. 
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During  the  year  115  children  under  5  years  were  immunised  against 
Whooping  Cough,  25  receiving  the  Whooping  Cough  immunisation 
alone,  and  90  Whooping  Cough  combined  with  Diphtheria  immunisation. 


Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1950,  like  1949,  was  again  an  epidemic  year  for  this  disease,  which 
has  assumed  such  alarming  proportions  since  1947.  We  were  again 
fortunate,  however,  in  Weston-super-Mare,  in  having  only  four  notified 
cases  during  the  year,  although  the  total  number  of  cases  in  the  country 
amounted  to  2,950.  In  addition  to  the  notified  cases,  one  child  was  seen 
who  probably  had  an  attack  of  poliomyelitis  some  weeks  previously. 
A  large  number  of  cases  occurred  in  Bristol  during  the  summer,  but 
despite  the  usual  heavy  holiday  traffic  between  Bristol  and  Weston- 
super-Mare  during  the  season,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  spread  of 
the  infection  from  that  city. 

The  first  case  occurred  in  May,  the  patient  being  a  small  boy,  age 
5,  who  developed  paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  one  leg.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  made  good  progress,  being  transferred  to 
Bath  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  for  further  treatment,  when  the  infectious 
stage  was  over. 

Some  weeks  later,  another  small  boy  was  brought  to  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  with  weakness  and  some  wasting  of  one  leg.  Investigations 
showed  that  this  child  had  a  mild  feverish  illness  about  the  same  time  as 
the  first  case,  and  as  the  two  children  lived  about  200  yards  apart,  it  was 
thought  that  there  might  be  some  connection,  although  the  second 
child’s  name  had  not  been  given  as  a  contact  of  the  first  case.  Direct 
questioning,  however,  showed  that  the  children  were  in  the  habit  of 
playing  together  during  the  incubation  period  of  the  disease. 

During  the  August  Bank  Holiday  week-end,  a  girl  age  11  years,  a 
visitor  just  arrived  from  London  on  holiday,  was  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  with  widespread  paralysis  of  the  leg,  arm  and  trunk 
muscles.  Despite  this,  she  made  a  remarkably  good  recovery,  and  was 
able  to  walk  well  before  she  returned  to  London. 

In  November,  a  local  girl,  age  10  years,  was  admitted  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  with  almost  complete  paralysis  of  one  arm.  Recovery 
was  only  partial. 

In  December,  a  man,  age  45  years,  was  admitted  to  Ham  Green 
Hospital,  with  the  dangerous  “  bulbar  palsy  ”  type  of  paralysis,  but  he 
made  a  good  recovery. 

Reference  has  already  been  made  in  the  section  on  diphtheria  to 
the  relationship  between  poliomyelitis  and  immunisation  against 
diphtheria.  None  of  the  cases  occurring  in  Weston  during  the  past  two 
years  have  had  any  relation  to  diphtheria  immunisation. 

If  a  child  is  incubating  poliomyelitis,  any  injury  or  overtiring  of 
muscles  will  predispose  to  paralysis  in  that  particular  group  of  muscles, 
and  parents  can  help  a  great  deal,  and  in  many  cases  prevent  the  onset 
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of  severe  paralysis  by  taking  the  following  precautions.  (1)  During 
epidemic  periods,  if  a  child  developes  a  feverish  illness,  the  cause  of 
which  is  not  immediately  apparent,  he  should  be  kept  in  bed  until  the 
family  doctor  has  excluded  the  possibility  of  the  child  being  in  the  early 
stages  of  poliomyelitis.  (2)  Parents  should  ensure  that  children  get  an 
adequate  amount  of  rest,  and  do  not  become  overtired.  (How  often 
have  we  seen  the  sad  sight  of  a  tired,  peevish  child  being  dragged  along 
the  sea  front  hours  after  his  normal  bed-time?). 


Dysentery 

Five  cases  of  dysentery  due  to  infection  with  Shig.  sonnei  were 
notified  during  the  year.  One  was  an  isolated  case  occurring  in  a  child 
age  14  years,  who  was  an  inpatient  in  the  General  Hospital.  She  was 
transferred  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  treatment  soon  cleared  up  the 
condition.  The  remaining  four  cases  were  among  members  of  one 
family.  The  youngest  member  of  the  family,  a  boy  age  6,  had  been 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  with  a  suspected  tuberculous  knee 
joint.  On  admission  he  was  found  to  have  diarrhoea,  and  was  passing 
blood  in  his  stools.  Examination  showed  the  presence  of  Shig.  sonnei 
in  the  faeces,  and  investigations  at  his  home  showed  that  other  members 
of  the  family — mother  and  2  sisters — were  also  carrying  the  organism. 
Some  weeks  previously  they  had  mild  diarrhoea,  but  their  symptoms  had 
cleared  up  within  a  few  days,  and  they  were  quite  well,  although  still 
carrying  the  organism,  and  therefore  still  liable  to  transmit  the  infection 
to  other  people. 

This  particular  form  of  dysentry  is  becoming  more  common,  and 
one  of  its  main  features  is  its  high  power  of  infectivity,  especially  among 
children.  If  introduced  into  a  day  nursery  or  infant  class,  the  infection 
spreads  with  great  rapidity.  In  some  cases  the  symptoms  are  severe, 
with  diarrhoea,  vomiting,  blood  in  stools,  and  high  temperature,  but  in 
others  the  symptoms  are  mild  and  may  be  overlooked.  Many  cases  be¬ 
come  carriers  and  so  spread  infection.  Unfortunately,  the  sulphonamide 
group  of  drugs,  although  effective  in  quelling  the  acute  symptoms,  often 
do  not  have  any  effect  in  getting  rid  of  the  organism  in  the  carrier.  The 
new  drug,  Chloromycetin,  is  said  to  be  more  lethal  to  the  organism,  but 
unfortunately  its  very  high  cost  prohibits  its  general  use  at  present. 


Food  Poisoning 

Eleven  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  in  1950,  nine  of  them 
occurring  in  one  outbreak.  This  outbreak  occurred  in  an  hotel  where  7 
guests  and  2  of  the  staff  were  simultaneously  affected.  The  lunch  taken 
on  the  day  of  the  outbreak  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  outbreak,  but 
no  particular  food  was  suspected.  Notification  of  the  outbreak  was 
prompt,  so  that  many  samples  of  food  were  obtained  for  bacteriological 
examination,  in  addition  to  faeces  and  vomit  from  patients  and  staff. 
No  pathogenic  organisms,  however,  were  isolated  from  any  of  these 
samples,  so  that  the  cause  of  source  of  the  infection  could  not  be  traced. 
Kitchen  hygiene  in  the  hotel  was  satisfactory. 
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These  negative  results  were  surprising,  as  the  specimens  were 
obtained  and  despatched  to  the  laboratory  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  remaining  two  notifications  were  separate  cases,  and  as 
investigation  showed  that,  in  each  case,  many  other  people  who  had 
partaken  of  the  suspected  food  were  not  affected,  it  was  unlikely  that 
they  were  true  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

Enteric  Fever 

No  cases  were  notified  in  1950. 

Pneumonia 

There  were  only  13  cases  of  pneumonia  notified,  of  whom  2  were 
admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  notified  cases  are  only  a  very 
small  proportion  of  the  actual  number  of  cases  occurring  during  the 
year,  and  this  can  be  seen  from  the  death  returns  which  show  that  14 
people  (7  men  and  7  women)  died  of  pneumonia  during  1950.  Notifica¬ 
tion  of  this  disease  appears  to  be  a  “  dead  letter.” 

Meningococcal  Infection 

This  infection,  which  used  to  be  notified  as  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
has  apparently  become  much  less  common  in  recent  years.  One  case 
was  notified  during  the  year.  The  patient  was  an  infant  who 
unfortunately  developed  the  acute  fulminating  type  of  infection,  death 
occurring  in  a  few  hours  after  the  onset  of  the  disease. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Only  one  case  was  notified  in  1950. 

Tuberculosis 

Fifty-six  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  3  cases  of  non- 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  registered  during  the  year.  In  addition, 
1  case  was  restored  to  the  register,  following  the  return  of  the  patient  to 
the  district.  There  were  11  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

No.  of  cases  on  register  on 
1.1.50 . . 

90 

98 

26 

13 

116 

111 

Registered  new  cases  in 

1950  . 

29 

27 

0 

1  - 

31 

28 

Cases  previously  removed 
from  the  register  and 
returning  in  1950 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

119 

126 

28 

14 

147 

140 

Cases  removed  from  regis¬ 
ter  in  1950 

22 

28 

4 

1 

26 

29 

No.  of  cases  on  register  on 

31.12.50  . 

97 

98 

24 

13 

121 

111 
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Age  Distribution  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  in  1950 


Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M  F 

Under  5 

— - 

— 

—  — 

5— 

1 

2 

—  . — 

15— 

4 

13 

1 

25— 

8 

4 

2  — 

35— 

3 

5 

—  — 

45— 

5 

1 

—  — 

55— 

6 

1 

—  — 

65— 

2 

2 

—  — 

29 

28 

2  1 

As  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  the  town  until  the 
beginning  of  1951,  the  results  of  the  visit  will  not  be  included  in  this 
report. 

During  the  year,  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  with  B.C.G. 
(Bacillus  Calmette-Guerin)  vaccine  was  started,  but  its  use  is  being 
confined  at  present  to  certain  groups  such  as  children  who  have  been 
contacts  of  active  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  nursing  staff  in 
hospitals. 


Malaria 

One  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year,  but  diagnosis 
was  presumptive,  and  malarial  parasites  were  not  found  in  the  patient’s 
blood.  Investigations  were  made,  however,  into  the  possibility  of  the 
patient  having  contracted  the  disease  in  this  country.  It  was  stated  that 
mosquitoes  were  very  common  in  and  near  the  patient’s  place  of  work, 
but  investigations  only  showed  the  presence  of  a  form  of  midge.  No 
mosquitoes  were  found  and  samples  of  water  from  adjacent  rhynes  and 
a  static  water  tank  showed  no  mosquito  larvae.  The  patient  had  lived 
abroad  many  years  before,  and  it  is  possible  that  the  illness  which  he 
contracted  was  a  recrudescence  of  an  old  malarial  infection. 


Mosquitoes,  however,  are  a  serious  nuisance  in  the  town,  at  certain 
seasons  of  the  year.  These,  however,  have  been  found  to  be  of  the 
culicine  variety,  which  do  not  transit  malaria.  As  far  as  is  known,  no 
specimens  of  anopheline  mosquitoes  have  been  found,  but  a  study  of 
the  insect  life  in  the  labyrinth  of  rhynes  which  surround  the  town  would 
be  of  great  interest  to  any  amateur  entomologist  who  has  the  time  to 
take  on  the  task. 
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Q.  Fever 

Apart  from  the  notifiable  diseases,  there  are  many  other  infectious 
diseases  which  are  of  interest  in  Public  Health,  and  “  new  ”  diseases  are 
frequently  reported.  Within  the  past  year  or  two  Q  (Query)  Fever  has 
been  reported  on  several  occasions  in  this  country.  This  infection,  which 
produces  a  form  of  pneumonia,  was  described  first  in  Queensland, 
Australia,  in  1937,  and  infection  in  man  was  thought  to  be  confined  to 
that  country  until  1 944,  when  it  was  found  to  cause  serious  outbreaks  of 
atypical  pnemumonia  among  Allied  troops  in  the  Mediterranean  Zone. 

The  occurrence  of  the  disease  was  first  reported  in  Great  Britain 
in  1949.  During  1950,  two  patients  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
were  subsequently  found  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease.  There  was 
no  connection  between  the  cases,  and  investigation  of  the  blood  of 
contacts  in  the  house  showed  no  evidence  of  infection  in  other  members 
of  their  families.  It  is  believed  that  the  main  source  of  infection  is 
derived  from  cattle,  sheep  and  goats,  and  milk  or  dust  from  animal 
hides  may  carry  the  infection  to  man.  Milk  supplies  were  investigated, 
but  no  evidence  of  the  infection  was  found,  and  the  occupation  of  both 
patients  did  not  bring  them  into  contact  with  animals.  One  interesting 
point,  however,  was  that  one  of  the  patients  lived  in  a  house  very  close 
to  the  Abattoir. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

1 1 1  primary  vaccinations  and  60  re-vaccinations  against  smallpox 
were  carried  out  by  private  general  practitioners  in  the  Borough  during 
1950.  The  following  table,  giving  the  age  distribution  of  persons 
vaccinated  shows  that  only  37  children  under  the  age  of  1  year  received 
primary  vaccination.  (Number  of  live  births  in  1950  =  523).  71  out 
of  the  total  of  171  vaccinations  were  in  persons  over  15  years  of  age, 
and  it  is  probable  that  most  of  these  vaccinations,  as  well  as  many  in 
the  lower  age  groups  were  done  to  fulfil  the  requirements  of  emigration 
laws. 


Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  in  1950 


Age 

Groups 

Under  1 

1—4 

5—14 

15  and  over 

Totals 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P 

R 

Weston- 

s-Mare 

37 

0 

51 

2 

3 

7 

20 

51 

111 

60 

Somerset 

County 

Total 

801 

5 

1089 

34 

140 

84 

185 

558 

2215 

681 
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IV.  SANITARY  WORK 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  sanitary 
administration  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1 950. 

The  year  under  review  has  proved  both  interesting  and  progressive 
in  connection  with  the  environmental  health  services,  and  success 
depends  to  a  very  large  extent  on  the  co-operation  received  from  other 
departments  of  the  Local  Authority  and  the  general  public.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  work  is  mainly  among  people  who  wish  to  obtain 
better  housing  accommodation,  and  some  measure  of  relief  can  be  given 
by  carrying  out  housing  repairs.  Good  work  has  been  accomplished  in 
this  direction,  and  no  efforts  have  been  spared  to  secure  the  best  possible 
results,  but  it  is  realised  that  a  real  improvement  in  housing  can  only  be 
expected  when  all  worn  out  houses  are  demolished. 

Much  remains  to  be  done  to  educate  food  handlers  on  the 
importance  of  hygiene  at  every  stage  in  the  preparation  and  handling 
of  food,  and  to  make  sure  that  they  understand  the  vital  necessity  to 
wash  their  hands  thoroughly  after  using  the  toilet.  To  achieve  improve¬ 
ment,  however,  it  is  necessary  to  maintain  continuous  and  intensive 
inspection  of  personnel  and  premises. 

The  results  of  bacteriological  examination  of  ice  cream  have  greatly 
improved,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  time  is  not  too  far  distant  when  a 
chemical  and  bacteriological  standard  will  be  enforceable. 

During  the  year  Dr.  M.  A.  Charrett  resigned  to  take  up  similar 
duties  at  Slough,  and  I  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to 
him  my  sincere  thanks  and  appreciation  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown 
to  me  during  his  time  here,  and  for  his  help  willingly  given  at  all  times. 
To  his  successor,  Dr.  D.  McGowan,  I  look  forward  with  confidence  to 
continued  happy  relations  and  co-operation. 

I  have  pleasure,  once  again,  in  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  help  they  have  readily  given 
throughout  the  year,  and  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their  continued 
loyalty  and  good  service,  without  which  my  tasks  would  have  been 
extremely  difficult. 

I  remain.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

I.  A.  STEPHENSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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COURT  AND  STATUTORY  PROCEEDINGS 


Satutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  36 


HOUSING 

Housing  conditions  continue  to  receive  a  great  deal  of  attention, 
and  in  spite  of  the  prevailing  difficulties  it  can  be  said  that  a  lot  has  been 
done  to  alleviate  the  conditions  under  which  people  live,  although  in 
some  cases  nothing  short  of  demolition  is  the  answer.  The  Department 
is  preparing  its  plan  for  the  day  when  full  scale  use  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936,  relative  to  demolition  and  clearance  areas,  will  once  more  be 
permitted.  A  survey  of  the  Borough  is  being  undertaken  with  this  object 
in  view. 


Care  of  Aged  Persons.  Sympathetic  consideration  is  always  given 
to  the  housing  problems  of  old  people,  and  a  lot  has  been  done  during 
the  past  year  to  alleviate  suffering  or  hardship.  Some  show  great 
reluctance  to  leave  their  homes  for  hospital  treatment,  and  having  lived 
in  their  homesteads  for  years,  wish  to  remain  on  until  the  end  of  their 
days.  One  is  very  reluctant  to  take  legal  action  to  have  such  patients 
removed. 


VERMIN  INFESTATION 

The  following  action  was  taken: — 

Treatments — Primary  ...  ...  21 

Secondary  ...  ...  7 

Preventive  ...  ...  0 

To  rooms .  72 

The  agents  used  for  disinfestation  are  :• — 

(1)  Ris  ;  (2)  Killgercide  ;  (3)  Zaldecide  ;  (4)  D.D.T.  ;  (5)  the  use  of 
fumigants  in  conjunction  with  the  above  preparations. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

Four  complaints  were  received  and  appropriate  action  taken. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PEST  ACT,  1949 
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Total  12,287  446  117  563  Nil  176  372 


MEASURES  OF  CONTROL  BY  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

Co-operation  between  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  the  Health 
Department  still  continues,  and  much  good  work  has  resulted  therefrom. 
The  following  tables  show  the  work  carried  out  during  the  year. 

1.  INSPECTION  FOR  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
Notices 
Written 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  local 
authorities 

125 

117 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to  which 
Section  7  applies  (a)  subject  to  the 
Local  Authorities  (Transfer  of  En¬ 
forcement)  Order,  1938 

192 

297 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the  Act  (ex¬ 
cluding  out- workers'  premises) 

- — - 

- — - 

— 

Total 

317 

414 

r*? 

/ 

2  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Referred,  by 
H.M. 
Inspector 

Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

10 

8 

4 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S. 3) 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S .4) 

1 

1 

2 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 

- — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

■ — - 

— 

— - 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to  Outwork) 

6 

5 

■ — - 

Total 

- 

19 

16 

6 

OUTWORK — Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


No.  of  outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by 
Section  110  (1) 

U) 

Section  III . 
Notices  Served 

Wearing  apparel  (making  etc.) 

16 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

4 

— - 

Umbrellas,  etc . 

’  y 

2 

— 

Total 

22 

— 

30 


SHOPS  ACTS,  1934 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  ...  ...  2 

Washing  facilities  provided  .  4 

HOLIDAY  CAMPING  GROUNDS 

There  are  12  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  Borough,  and  regular 
inspections  are  necessary  to  see  that  the  byelaws  are  complied  with.  It 
is  quite  evident  that  some  camping  sites,  particularly  near  residential 
areas,  are  undesirable,  and  every  effort  has  been  made  in  the  interest  of 
Public  Health  to  prevent  encampment  of  families  in  converted  vans  and 
similar  shacks. 

The  Standard  Motor  Co.,  Coventry,  organised  a  third  holiday  camp 
on  land  in  Windwhistle  Lane,  Weston-super-Mare,  and  once  again  the 
standard  of  efficiency  reached  was  outstandingly  good. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  is  one  offensive  trade  in  the  Borough,  a  gut  scraper’s  premises, 
situated  in  a  building  at  the  Public  Abattoir.  This  is  kept  under 
observation  by  the  watchful  eye  of  the  Abattoir  Superintendent,  and  no 
nuisances  were  recorded. 

SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,252 

Nuisances  or  complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  733 

Work  ordered  .  1,465 

Work  in  progress .  . .  465 

Drainage  test  visits  : — 

Smoke  tests  at  existing  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Water  tests  at  existing  buildings  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Inspection  of  concrete  in  connection  with  drains  ...  12 

Inspection  of  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Dwelling  houses  : — 

Number  inspected  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  334 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  979 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  House  Consolidated 

Reg.  1925  .  447 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  ...  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  houses  inspected  (re  miscellaneous  matters)  ...  35 

Number  of  houses  inspected  re  vermin  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  re  vermin  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  houses  inspected  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  re-inspected  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  10 

Houses  visited  re  Housing  Survey  ...  ...  ...  1,031 

Houses  inspected  before  tenants  enter  Council  Houses  ...  37 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  93 

Interviews  with  agents,  owners,  contractors,  etc.  .  1,073 

Factory  inspections — Power  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

Non-power  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

Bakehouse  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Shop  Act  inspections  .  15 
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Dairies  and  milkshops  inspections  ...  ...  ...  •••  321 

Ice  Cream  Shops  and  premises  inspections  .  ...  168 

Butchers’  shops  and  Abattoir  inspections  .  706 

Food  shops  and  food  premises  inspections  .  ...  450 

Camps  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  490 

Inspection  of  premises  where  animals  are  kept  ...  ...  46 

Refuse  tip  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  422 

Inspections  re  refuse  bins  .  69 

Smoke  abatement  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Inspections  of  public  buildings  (including  licensed  amusement 

premises)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Inspections  re  Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,130 

Inspections  re  cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Inspections  re  petrol  stores  .  .  22 


WORK  DONE 

Houses  repaired  (Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts)  ...  ...  204 

Houses  repaired  informally  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  77 

Houses  repaired  formally  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  22 

Houses  cleansed  and  decorated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rooms  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Roofs  repaired  or  stripped  and  re-tiled  or  re-slated  .  74 

Floors  re-laid  ...  ...  •  ...  . .  .  107 

Skirtings,  etc.  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fire  grates  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Doors  repaired  or  new  ones  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Stairs  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

Ventilations  and/or  lighting  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Plastering  of  walls  and/or  ceilings  repaired  or  stripped  ...  82 

Rain  water  spouting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  ...  46 

Rain  water  cisterns  repaired,  abolished  or  new  fixed .  9 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired  or  rendered  .  ...  25 

External  plaster  repaired  or  re-rendered  ...  ...  ...  32 

Chimney  stacks  and  flues  repaired  or  re-built  ...  ...  9 

Earth  banks  removed  from  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Damp-proof  courses  inserted  . 5 

Sanitary  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Yards,  etc.  paved,  repaired  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Tenants  required  to  amend  conditions  ...  ...  ...  26 

Vermin — Houses,  etc.  treated  for  primary  infestation  or  for 

precautionary  measures  ...  ...  ...  \..  ...  28 

Refuse  bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  33 

Overcrowding — Houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  ...  ...  1 

Cases  abated  . .  1 

Factory  and  workshops:  See  page  30.  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shops  Report. 

Animals  and  poultry — Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  10 

Premises  dealt  with  .  11 


32 


542 


Rats  and  Mice  Infestation — Premises  dealt  with 
Drainage  : — 

Drains  re-laid  at  existing  houses 

Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired  ... 

Drains  trapped  and  properly  ventilated 
Premises  supplied  with  additional  drainage 
Additional  drains  provided 
New  drain  inspection  chambers  provided  ... 

Premises  supplied  with  additional  water  closets 

Additional  water  closets  provided 

Water  closets  or  urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed 

New  water  closet  pedestals  fixed  . 

New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns  fixed 
New  baths  fixed 
New  lavatory  basins  fixed 
Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  repaired 
Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  fixed 
Waste  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Nuisances  from  overflowing  cesspools  abated 
Cesspools  abolished 
Ditches  and  back  lanes  cleansed 
Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed 

Smoke  or  fumes — Nuisances  abated  or  complaints  dealt  with 
Tents  and  vans — Nuisances  abated 

Infectious  Disease  Disinfections,  etc  : — 


Rooms 

Articles 

Scarlet  fever 

113 

949 

Tuberculosis 

58 

325 

Non-notifiable 

21 

1,421 

Cancer 

22 

135 

Vermin  . 

40 

42 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

22 

Measles 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

9 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

12 

259 

2,915 

38 
57 

15 

4 

5 

28 

4 

4 
26 
22 
22 
11 
21 

5 
7 

40 

1 

2 

4 

39 
4 
9 


DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS 

<e 

Inspections  of  dairy  and  milk  shops  in  the  Borough  were  carried 
out  during  the  year,  and  were  all  found  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
as  to  cleanliness,  etc.  Generally,  the  handling  and  distribution  of  milk 
was  found  to  be  most  satisfactory. 

The  inspection  of  cattle,  dairy  farms  and  all  matters  appertaining 
to  the  production  of  milk  are  now  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  but  the  general  conveyance,  distribution 
and  handling  of  milk  in  the  Borough  is  a  matter  for  the  Public  Health 
Department,  including  the  provisions  with  regard  to  infection  of  milk 
and  those  for  protecting  milk  against  infection. 
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Particulars  of  Register 

Number  of  Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  Retailers  in  area  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Number  of  supplementary  licenses  issued  to  dealers  or  distri¬ 
butors  whose  dairy  is  outside  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  4 


Milk  Sampling 


Designation 

Samples  taken 

Satisfactory 

U  n satisfactory 

Tuberculin  tested 

48 

37 

11 

Pasteurised 

22 

21 

1 

Undesignated 

24 

24 

— 

Biological  sampling  : 

Number  taken  98  ;  Negative  results  97  ;  Positive  results  1. 


DRINKING  WATER 

31  samples  of  water  from  domestic  taps  in  different  parts  of  the 
district  were  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratories,  Taunton,  for 
bacteriological  analysis. 


SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 

91  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  from  the  open  air  swimming 
pool  and  the  Knightstone  Baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  and  all  were  found  to  be  free  from  B.  coli.  These  samples 
were  taken  at  odd  times,  when  a  large  number  of  bathers  were  present. 
The  cleanliness  of  swimming  bath  water  cannot  be  too  high,  and  it 
should  come  near  to  that  of  good  drinking  water. 

The  approximate  number  of  bathers  for  the  year  were  as  follows: — 

Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  ...  150,938 

Knightstone  Baths  .  71,607 


ICE  CREAM 

Close  supervision  of  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  ice  cream  is  being 
maintained,  and  a  general  improvement  in  the  hygienic  standards  of 
premises  and  methods  of  production  has  been  achieved.  On  receipt  of 
each  application  to  sell  ice  cream,  the  premises  proposed  to  be  used  are 
given  a  thorough  inspection,  and  premises  not  coming  up  to  standard 
are  subject  to  quite  extensive  alterations  before  permission  is  granted. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  and  retail .  149 

( b )  Manufacture  only  ...  ...  8 

(c)  Retail  only  .  141 
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The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  examination  was  227,  com¬ 
pared  with  178  during  1949,  and  they  were  graded  as  follows  : — 


Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  : 

Hot  Mix 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


140 

40 

16 

20 


Cold  Mix 
8 
3 


In  every  case  where  the  sample  was  graded  3  or  4  a  visit  was  paid 
to  the  premises  and  the  methods  of  preparation,  sterilization,  and  sale 
carefully  investigated,  to  determine  the  cause  of  the  contamination.  The 
advice  given  at  all  times  is  acted  upon,  and  better  results  achieved. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  CONTROL 

The  inspection  of  premises  which  require  a  catering  licence  from 
the  Food  Office  still  continues.  This  co-operation  has  resulted  in 
improved  sanitary  and  washing  facilities.  Special  attention  has  been 
paid  to  all  food  preparing  establishments,  cafes,  kitchens  and  restaurants, 
as  required  by  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 


PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 

The  Abattoir  continues  to  operate  as  regional  slaughterhouse.  The 
inspection  of  meat  which  normally  calls  for  the  most  careful  attention 
was  this  year  even  more  complex,  owing  to  the  continued  findings  of 
Cysticerous  Bovis.  While  the  inspectors  kept  in  mind  the  great  need  of 
conserving  as  much  food  as  possible,  no  meat  which  was  unfit  was 
permitted  to  go  into  distribution.  All  meat  undergoes  the  strictest 
supervision,  so  as  to  ensure  that  all  meat  passed  at  the  Abattoir  is  fit 
for  human  consumption. 

I  have  referred  in  previous  years  to  the  loss  sustained  in  paying  for 
graded  animals  at  various  grading  centres.  In  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1950,  5,535  tons  of  beef  from  cattle  graded  at  collecting  centres 
in  England  and  Wales  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
The  monetary  value  of  the  meat  condemned  was  £692,041.  The 
corresponding  figure  for  Weston-super-Mare  was  approximately  150 
tons,  valued  at  £4,500. 

TRANSPORT  AND  HANDLING  OF  MEAT 

The  vehicles  engaged  on  meat  distribution  from  the  Public  Abattoir 
to  the  various  meat  pools  are  inspected  regularly  and  kept  in  a 
reasonably  good  condition.  They  are  of  the  closed-in,  hanging  type, 
and  are  of  approved  pattern.  Facilities  are  available,  including  ample 
hot  water,  for  the  cleansing  of  these  vehicles  at  the  Abattoir.  Attention 
has  been  drawn  to  the  clothing  worn  by  humpers,  which  should  be 
renewed  more  often  than  at  present. 

The  following  salvage  was  handed  on  to  the  Ministry  of  Food’s 
agents  for  residual  recovery  purposes 


Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Condemned  meat 

157 

10 

0 

0 

Non-edible  offals,  etc.  ... 

465 

5 

1 

19 

622  15  1  19 
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ANIMALS  KILLED  AT  THE  PUBLIC  ABATTOIR 


1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

Pigs 

445 

1,062 

560 

229 

338 

379 

690 

Sheep 

45,626 

40,077 

41,855 

26,963 

22,636 

23,231 

26,542 

Calves 

12,143 

8,607 

7,960 

11,965 

12,421 

7,348 

8.400 

Beasts 

10,814 

9,724 

9,106 

7,990 

7,381 

7,742 

10,370 

Increase  from  the  year  1949  : — 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

2,628  1,052  3,311  311 


The  income  from  slaughtering  charges,  tolls  and 

rentals 

was 

as 

follows  : — 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1944  . 

4,789 

11 

2 

1945  . 

4,277 

4 

11 

1946  . 

4,343 

0 

6 

1947  . .  . 

3,524 

0 

0 

1948  . . . 

3,510 

15 

8 

1949  . 

3,588 

4 

4 

1950,  including  rentals  and  tolls  as  below 

4,225 

19 

6 

Tolls  including  car  auction  fees  ... 

103 

17 

6 

Rent  of  Meat  Pool  Store 

347 

10 

0 

Rent  of  Offices 

195 

4 

0 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


CATTLE 

including 

COWS 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

and 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Number  killed 

10,370 

8,400 

26,542 

690 

Number  inspected 

10,370 

8,400 

26,542 

690 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

172 

63 

85 

22 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

5,776 

66 

2,492 

198 

Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  Tuberculosis 

57.35% 

1.54% 

9.7% 

31.88% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis  .... 

, 

258 

1,591 

17,83% 

1; 

2 

.024% 

- — - 

11 

80 

13.2% 

1 
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1950.  Diseased  or  injured  Meat  Condemned  at  the  Abattoir 
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Quarters 


DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or  injured  meat  and  organs 
condemned  was  : — 

Tuberculous  Meat : — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs .  Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Beef  and  organs,  in¬ 
cluding  858  carcases 

and  73  quarters  ...  89  5  2  20 

Pigs  and  organs  includ¬ 
ing  11  carcases  ...  1  8  1  15 

Calves  and  organs,  in¬ 
cluding  2  carcases  ...  2  3  20 


Total  weight  of  tuberculous  meat 


Non-Tuberculous  Meat : — 

Beef  and  organs  ...  60 

Pigs  and  organs 
Sheep  and  organs  ...  4 

Calves  and  organs  ...  1 


8 

15 

6 

* 

2 


1  6 

2  9 

1  0 

3  14 


90  16  3  27 


* 


Total  weight  of  non-tuberculosis  Meat 


66  13  0  1 


Total  weight  of  all  condemned  Meat 


157  10  0  0 


UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED  IN  THE  TOWN 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 


1  15 

3  0  14 

1  1  15 

4  0  6 

2  Hi 
17 
25 
11 


Meat 

Poultry 

Fish  . 

Cake 

Fats 

Bacon 

Sweets . 

Cheese  ... 

Cereals 

Flour  . 

Bread  and  Dough 
Fruit 

Mushrooms 
Gelatine 
Sausages 
Bakers’  Cream 


1  1  6\ 

1  1  19 

30  3  1  16 

5  2  24 

d2 

1  10 
17 

1  7 
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Canned  Goods : 

Fish  . 

Meat  . 

Milk  . 

Vegetables 

Soups 

Fruit 

Jams  and  marmalades 

Puddings 

Baby  Food 

Fruit  juices  . 

Syrup 

Beverages 

Salts 

Paste  ... 

Sauces  and  pickles 

Mustard 

Salad  creams 

Pickles  and  sauces 
Jelly 

Cheese 

Gravy 

Sauce  powder 
Chocolates  and  sweets 


Crumpets 
Cakes 
Peaches 
Eggs  . . . 


130  tins 
197  tins 
402  tins 

720  tins 

92  tins 

259  tins 

74  tins 

16  tins 

39  tins 

16  tins 

2  tins 

2  tins 
24  tins 
18  tins 
12  tins 

1  tin 
34  jars 

81  jars 
1 

3  boxes 

6  packets 
96  packets 
61  packets 
161  bars 

82  boxes 
10  blocks 

176 

2,440 

20 

220 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT 

The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  by  the  County  was 

182. 

No.  of  Samples  Description  of  Sample  Result  of  analysis 

67  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Genuine 

1  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Deficient  of  fat 

7  T.T.  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  Genuine 

12  Channel  Islands  Milk  ...  ...  Genuine 


39 


Samples 

Description  oj  Sample 

Result  of  analysis 

4 

Channel  Islands  Milk 

. . .  Fat  below  4% 

1 

Condensed  Milk  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Sweetened  Condensed  Milk 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Malted  Milk  ... 

. . .  Genuine 

7 

Butter  . 

. . .  Genuine 

4 

Cooking  Fats  ...  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Lard 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Margarine 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Cheese 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Saccharine  Tablets  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Sugar 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Soyamalt  ...  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Glace  Fruit  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Glace  cherries 

. . .  Genuine 

2 

Cut  Mixed  Peel 

. . .  Genuine 

2 

Beef  sausages 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Beef  Sausage  Meat 

. . ,  Genuine 

3 

Pork  Sausages 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Pork  Sausage  Meat 

. . .  Genuine 

3 

Meat  Pie 

. . .  Genuine 

2 

Pork  Pie 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Pressed  beef  sandwich 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Corned  Beef  ...  ...  7. 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Veal  loaf 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Whalemeat  steak 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Whalemeat  loaf 

. . .  Genuine 

J 

Tunney  Fish  ... 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Sardines  in  oil  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Fillets  of  anchovies 

. . .  Genuine 

I 

Meat  Paste 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Fish  paste 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Crab  paste 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Salmon  spread 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Chicken  broth 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Sandwich,  cucumber 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Peeled  potatoes 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Potato  Crisps  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Cut  lump  salt  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

Pepper  . 

. . .  Genuine 

1 

White  pepper 

. . .  Genuine 
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No.  of  Samples  Description  of  Sample  Result  of  analysis 


1 

Tomato  ketchup 

Genuine 

1 

Branston  pickle 

Genuine 

1 

Mint  jelly  . 

Genuine 

1 

Cranberry  sauce 

Genuine 

1 

Arrowroot 

Genuine 

1 

Dessert  Gelatine 

Genuine 

1 

Jelly  crystals 

Genuine 

1 

Jelly  set  . 

Genuine 

1 

Jelly  cream 

Genuine 

1 

Table  jelly 

Genuine 

1 

Milk  dessert  pudding 

Genuine 

1 

Flake  tapioca 

Genuine 

1 

Rice 

Genuine 

1 

Trifle 

Genuine 

1 

Penjal  Raspberry 

Genuine 

1 

Jam 

Genuine 

1 

Dessicated  coconut 

Genuine 

1 

Jamaica  Ginger 

Genuine 

2 

Flavouring  Essence 

Genuine 

1 

Barley  sugar  drops 

Genuine 

1 

Tea  sample 

Genuine 

0 

jLj 

Scotch  whiskey 

Genuine 

1 

Jaffa  juice 

Genuine 

1 

Pineapple  cordial 

Genuine 

1 

Pineapple  juice 

Genuine 

1 

Lemonade  powder 

Genuine 

1 

Assorted  flavour  soft  drink  tablets  ... 

Genuine 

1 

Effalgen 

...  ... 

Genuine 

1 

Pure  fluid  magnesia  ... 

...  ... 

Genuine 

1 

Tataric  acid 

...  ... 

Genuine 

1 

Uric  Acid  Eliminator 

Genuine 

ice  Creams  : 

Fat  Contents 

No.  of  samples 

Under  2  5  %  . 

Nil 

Between  25%  and  8%  ... 

9 

Between  8%  and  10%  ... 

19 

Between  10%  and  15%  ... 

21 

Over  15% 

3 
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(*) — 10  Months. 


CLARE,  SON  AND  CO.,  LTD. 
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